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Balancing act for Shanghai
The German Pavilion at EXPO 2010 in Shanghai has been named “balancity”. The basic concept of a
modern German city and the balancing act it must master is reflected in the architecture of the pavilion –
a three-dimensional, walk-through sculpture that represents the diversity of life in German cities.
Schmidhuber + Partner from Munich developed the project using Allplan.

The German Pavilion for the EXPO 2010 trade fair in Shanghai
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team were tasked with ensuring this central concept could be
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German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology. The
tasks ranged from architectural design to project coordination

Smooth workflows with Allplan

and supervision of on-site execution. Other partners in the

Lennart Wiechell thought the Allplan software was excellent,
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especially with respect to exchanging information. The Munich-
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example, presented a real challenge. However, it went very well
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because there was a considerable flood of data that had to be

value on the preservation of roots and heritage. Diversity and

imported and processed. Equally smooth was the interface to

balance, rather than uniformity, are vital for the cities of tomorrow.
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ing services, interior fittings and the membrane. This 3D data

and preservation, innovation and tradition, urbanity and nature,
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2D versus 3D
Allplan was used for all the 2D planning for the German Pavilion:
floor plans, sections, views and detailed planning – in other
words, practically everything that had to be supplied in plan form.
Communication between planning partners also took place on
the basis of 2D plans. “2D is still important for the development
and structuring of a project. However, in recent years, the use of
3D has taken huge strides with respect to design and manufacturing possibilities,” says Lennart Wiechell in summary.
The EXPO 2010 in Shanghai commences on May 1st. Visitors
from around the world will be able to explore the German
Pavilion at their leisure and learn about life in German cities.
The second major advantage of Allplan related to working in a
team. Lennart Wiechell explains, “We have been working with
Allplan for ten years and have put the program the test time and
time again. And we always end up choosing Allplan because its
options for working in a team are simply unbeatable.” During the
busiest phases of the project, ten to twelve employees would
be working on the 2D plans – all working at the same time but
on different sections. The Allplan Workgroup Manager makes
it possible for everyone to work on the same floor plan without
interfering with each other’s work.”
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