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A Built Landscape
The mission: to build an eleven-storey office building with space for 2,500 additional work stations, customer
areas, a restaurant with kitchen and storage area, not to mention its own energy supply facility, and to
sensitively integrate it into a nature reserve. Sounds impossible? Maybe, but that was just what Credit Suisse
asked the architecture firm Stücheli Architekten AG in Zurich, Switzerland to do. And the Swiss architects
proved that they were more than up to the job of designing the extension to the bank’s headquarters in such
a way that it blended seamlessly into the surrounding woodland landscape. Construction is planned to
complete in early 2011.
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Solutions in 3D
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access the same project simultaneously without creating redundant
data. Bernhard Looser has only good things to say about the
Workgroup Manager: “It means that access permissions can be
assigned on a per-project basis, which makes everything
really easy to manage. As well as that, the high level of module
integration enables every administrator to work quickly.” Not
surprisingly, then, the planning phase was quickly completed
and construction is now ready to begin in 2009..

4 questions 4 answers

Interview with Bernhard Looser, Stücheli Architekten AG

accordance with the individual construction project, we leverage
this data right up to the execution stage. Unfortunately, not
all external partners use Allplan software, such as some heating
and ventilation partners, and so the “one-stop solution” approach
does not always work as well as I would like.
What are the main benefits to you of working in 3D?
A major advantage of integrated 3D work is the ability it gives me
to assess and familiarize myself with a space in advance. This
creates the basis for a visualization that I can then use when
communicating with the construction client. This method can
also be used to handle structural and design-related problems in
the planning, unfinished structure and interior work stages.
What do you think will be the future planning trends?
Requirements in terms of design and structure in architecture have
increased dramatically and are continuing to do so. Complex
geometries, complicated lines and individually-shaped special
components are also future trends. What this means is that
What are the challenges in construction planning today?

it will have to be possible to directly transfer 3D models to the
implementation stage – for blueprints in general arrangement
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and reinforcement planning, for example. The only way to achieve

creasingly complex construction projects within ever-shorter time

this is with a comprehensive, flexible system like Allplan.

windows, and to implement these projects in accordance with
the construction client‘s requirements. For this to be possible,
you have to have an experienced team with the required know-how.
And, of course, a system with a clear, logical structure, like Allplan.
In your opinion, how important is an end-to-end software solution?
The only way to have an unbroken data flow is to use software
solutions that are compatible with each other. This avoids
redundancies and reduces the risk of error. We use Allplan with
its 3D functionality as early as the design phase, and then, in
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